
BRING THE HOUSE DOWN WITH HORACE GREEN 
 
It’s impossible to fight the urge to bang your head along with Oak Park High School in their 
bombastic production of SCHOOL OF ROCK. From their top-notch technical visuals to 
their explosive cast, mixed in with a heartfelt story about overcoming self-doubt and 
surpassing one’s own expectations, this show is an easy one to jam with. 
 
Derived from the identically-named movie released 12 years prior, SCHOOL OF ROCK’s 
music was written by Andrew Lloyd Webber and its script was crafted by Julian Fellow, 
creator of “Downton Abbey.” When failed rock star Dewey Finn is pressured to pay for rent 
by the girlfriend of his former bandmate Ned Schneebly, he uses less-than-ethical means 
to obtain a job as the substitute teacher at a prestigious academy. He encounters a class 
brimming with musical potential - potential to win an upcoming Battle of the Bands, even - 
but will Dewey’s unorthodox methods clash too much with his upright environment for him 
to teach his students about the power of rock? 
 
SCHOOL OF ROCK is boosted by the extravagance of its technical elements. Elijah Smith 
and his Lighting Crew’s use of the spotlight throughout the show is successful in drawing 
the audience’s attention during pivotal character moments, making the overall experience 
very cinematic. The set represented the world of SCHOOL OF ROCK eXectively, 
demonstrating a variety of locations with relative ease that allowed audiences to 
eXortlessly become absorbed in the story. Furthermore, some of the pyrotechnics used are 
supremely impressive and are sure to leave audiences in awe.   
 
Dewey, played by Drew Chamberlin, sets the tone of the entire show masterfully from 
beginning to end. He plays the role of a freeloading bum with selective intelligence expertly, 
striking a balance between Dewey’s unattractive qualities and the genuine heart behind the 
character. One can easily understand why he grows to matter so much to the characters 
around him. His vocals meet all the show’s demands, fully convincing audiences that he is 
a true rock star whenever it’s his time to break into song. 
 
The cast around Chamberlin exalts the performance even further. Horace Green principal 
Rosalie Mullins, played by Rayna Key, displays purposeful acting in all of her scenes, 
especially scenes where she acts as a stiX foil to the untraditional Dewey. Her vocals, 
particularly in “Where Did the Rock Go”, are extremely moving and do an excellent job in 
revealing the depths to her character. Tycie Parker’s performance as Summer Hathaway is 
another standout, with her brilliance and stubbornness as a student providing a hilarious 
contrast to Dewey. Freddie, played by Tyler Vanderhoorn, is always adding to the character 



of the show with great character choices even when he isn’t the focus of a scene. 
 
Scene transitions were quite lengthy, and extended blackouts during them led to 
disengagement from the story; fortunately, the cast is skilled enough that when scenes 
begin again, it’s easy to get back into the plot. Additionally, some issues with mics lead to 
lines and even solos that the audience is unable to hear, but the actors persevere skillfully 
without missing a beat.  
 
Oak Park High School is clearly dedicated to making sure audiences are having fun 
watching SCHOOL OF ROCK. From the decorations around the lobby and theatre to the 
consistent expressiveness during every scene, it feels like the actors truly enjoy putting on 
this performance. Before audiences know it, they’ll be rocking along with them! 
 
 
by Will Chuba of Lee's Summit High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
TIME TO STICK IT TO THE MAN AT OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL’S PRODUCTION OF SCHOOL 
OF ROCK 
 
Entering the dimmed auditorium, posters line the walls listing the Horace Green Schools 
academic achievements. Something is far diXerent to the typical assembly, however. The 
house lights go down, the cyc lights up, and a group of mysterious figures with gargantuan 
dyed hair and gothic makeup appear before the audience. A comical performance ensues 
from the vapid No Vacancy. However, before the audience can protest, the show takes a 
wild turn that leads to a freeloading rocker to become the inspiration of a new generation of 
genius musical irreverence. 
 
This weekend, Oak Park High School presented School of Rock; the 2015 adaptation of the 
Mike White Paramount movie, with music from none other than Andrew Lloyd Webber. The 
show takes place in the mid-2000s at the prestigious Horace Green School when a failed 
rockstar, Dewey Finn, steals his best friend’s identity to become a substitute teacher and 
wind up teaching the students the value of acceptance and self-expression through the 
power of rock music. A wonderful fusion of rock and showtunes creates a jaunty and 
electrifying atmosphere which earned the show critical praise and several Tony 
nominations. This same atmosphere is present from the proscenium to the doors during 
School of Rock at Oak Park.  



  
Drew Chamberlin as Dewey Finn perfectly embodies the ridiculous nature of his character. 
He sets the tone from the beginning in his brief appearance with local KISS clone, No 
Vacancy, and proves himself worthy of adoration in the anthem When I Climb to The Top of 
Mount Rock. His emotional depth and dynamics are something to admire and keep a 
dazzled eye on. Perfectly complementing Chamberlin's antics is the vocal powerhouse of 
Rayna Key as Rosalie Mullins. The principal of the school shows the entire room why she is 
the moment. Her beautiful odes to arias in songs like Horace Green Alma Mater and Queen 
of the Night (Rock Version) accent her introspective and surprisingly relatable character 
development. 
 
Supporting the band, are Jayden Davis as Zack Mooneyham, Jada Pauley as Tomika, 
Lincoln McKinnis as Lawerence, Leala Peterson as Katie, and Tyler Vanderhoorn as Freddie 
Hamilton. All four members of the band display incredible amounts of ensemble unity and 
instrumentation. Vanderhoorn and Davis in particular display comic yet relatable action 
through their instrumentation and pantomiming. Hayden McGaughey as Billy also creates a 
dynamic and interesting character that is always worth watching despite lower stage time. 
 
The sets of the show were simple yet impactful, whether it be the dingy apartment, the 
hurried movement of the chalkboard, or the quaint teacher’s lounge. Instrumentation was 
grand and engaging with a certain goofiness only achieved in the tightest knit ensembles. 
EXective lighting choices and spotlight direction helped the audience indulge in the more 
personal moments. Smoke machines, sparklers, and confetti cannons brought the finale of 
the show an air of stardom above the rest. 
 
The School of Rock certainly did not leave the crowd feeling flunked. Despite some issues 
with the length of scene changes and annunciation, the School of Rock was a grade A 
success. Ending the show with a bang, Chamberlin and his band lead the crowd in a 
thrilling concert with glowing audience participation.  
 
The School of Rock is certainly an educational experience worth your rocking weekend for. 
From powerful ballads to stadium anthems to dramatic visuals and instrumentation, this is 
more than just academic enlightenment, it is an exercise in the power of love through rock. 
 
 
 
by Evan Sandau  of North Kansas City High School  
 



-------------------------------------------------- 
 
GET READY TO HAVE YOUR SOCKS ROCKED OFF WITH OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL�S 
SCHOOL OF ROCK 
 
Tune your guitars, set up your drum set, and throw out that cello! Classical music is out as 
rock rolls into town, showing you how to play music. You better be ready to “Stick it to the 
Man” by ignoring those old traditional pianos and booting up that keyboard - it’s showtime! 
 
Based on the 2003 movie School of Rock, the musical adaptation premiered on December 
6, 2015, at the Winter Garden Theater in New York. This rock musical features music by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by Glenn Slater, and has been nominated for numerous 
awards and has won four between productions from 2016 to 2019. The story follows Dewey 
Finn, an ex-member of the band No Vacancy, who fills in as a substitute teacher for his 
friend and roommate Ned Schneebly, stealing his identity. When he substitutes for the 
children of the prestigious Horace Green Prep, he discovers their musical talent and 
chooses to stay under the guise of Ned Schneebly to teach these children how to rock and 
roll - and participate in the Battle of the Bands! 
 
These skilled leads help make the powerful performance of the show. From the very 
moment Dewey Finn (Drew Chamberlin) steps onto the stage, his presence is known as he 
shreds and smashes his guitar in his jaw-dropping introduction. His guitar skills have 
nothing on his voice, however, as he truly embodies a playful energy while maintaining 
steady notes in one of his many songs, “When I Climb To the Top of Mount Rock,” never 
missing a beat. Contrasting Dewey, Rosalie Mullins (Rayna Key) captivates the audience 
with her elegant singing and commanding demeanor. She demands her spot on the stage 
as she steals the show away with graceful and emotional songs like “Where Did the Rock 
Go,” passion resonating from her. 
 
But it is not just the voices that make up the band, as every band needs support. The 
students of Horace Green elevate the power of the musical tenfold, each student exhibiting 
their personality wonderfully as they play their instruments live. It is easy to fall in love with 
these relatable characters as they deal with struggles personally and socially - some like 
Zack Mooneyham (Jayden Davis) dealing with at-home struggles and others like Lawrence 
(Lincoln McKinnis) dealing with self-esteem issues, illustrating their growth throughout the 
show as they overcome these issues with the help of their class. 
 
A concert is only as good as its venue however, the crews working hard to tie the show 



together. Publicity, by Caleb Shields and Isabel Sykes, amped up the experience with the 
decorations of the house and items that could be bought during intermission, immersing 
the audience into the story. With the light sticks and the auditorium to match, the Publicity 
crew successfully creates the perfect concert experience. 
 
The stage itself has a masterfully created set that captures the audience in the story, 
engaging them during the show. However, some of the set changes were long and 
distracting, breaking the audience’s immersion. However, the actors play on and use the 
set to their advantage and harness the stage as if it were an actual classroom or concert 
venue. 
 
The band kills the competition with their “Amazing Grace” and rock-on attitude. Oak Park 
High School’s SCHOOL OF ROCK is sure to go down in the rock hall of fame, and as Dewey 
and his band of children play their encore, it is easy to figure out why. 
 
by Lila Harvey of Grain Valley High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
WHERE DID THE ROCK GO? IT CAN BE FOUND AT OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL! 
 
Is it truly all that bad to commit identity theft to teach at a high caliber prep school all for 
the sweet sound of rock and roll? The answer can be found in OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL’S 
performance of SCHOOL OF ROCK! A totally tubular comedic production that keeps the 
audience laughing every scene.  
 
SCHOOL OF ROCK was first adapted into film in 1939, later being reproduced by 
Paramount Pictures in 2003. After becoming widely popular, and starring the incredible 
Jack Black, SCHOOL OF ROCK set its sights on the live stage. Writer Mike White adapted 
the screenplay into a musical in 2015, with the help of renowned music composer, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber. White created the wonderfully chaotic character of Dewey Finn, a rock-star 
recently kicked out of his band No Vacancy. Showing his path to become a prep school 
substitute. Just when you thought Dewey Finn lost his only chance of stardom, he finds 
music where you would least expect it, the classroom.  
 
The stage shines brightly as Drew Chamberlin first steps on stage as Dewey Finn. 
Chamberlin refuses to disappoint as he moves from number to number providing a 
performance that Jack Black himself would be proud to witness. Through the strong 



intonation and development of Chamberlin’s voice in “In The End Of Time”, he portrays 
Dewey Finn expertly. Chamberlin is joined by the incredible Rayna Key as Rosalie Mullins. 
Key does not only provide a true sense of strong acting as she depicts the strict principal of 
Horace Green Prep, but also showcases her dazzling vocal range in the number, “Queen of 
the Night”.  
 
However, a show can never be without its supporting cast. Tycie Parker brings the audience 
to laughter again and again with her marvelous interpretation of the character Summer 
Hathaway. Parker does not shy away from the spotlight as she rallies the students as the 
spunky manager. Parker always seems to catch attention when she is on stage, never being 
without a snarky comment, her character frankly glues SCHOOL OF ROCK together. The 
supporting cast would not be complete without the charming character of Zack 
Mooneyham, brought to life by Jayden Davis. Whether Davis is on the guitar, or singing, he 
captivates as Mooneyham.  
 
The technical elements of SCHOOL OF ROCK keep the beat. The design of the publicity 
crew, led by Caleb Shields, draws the audience into the world of SCHOOL OF ROCK from 
the first step into the auditorium. Along with the shred-worthy ambiance, the lighting 
designed by Elijah Smith encapsulates the true meaning of rock and roll.  
 
The stage is what completely embodies the world of SCHOOL OF ROCK. The artistry and 
creativity of the set design showcase true care, but the amount of time that is spent 
changing from scene to scene pulls the audience out of the production. However, the 
comedic timing of the actors, as well as the harmonization of the musical ensemble allow 
for an easy recovery.  
 
Rock and Roll has been around for decades, but without slightly peculiar teachers like 
Dewey Finn, the next generation of rockers would never get the chance to rock out. OAK 
PARK HIGH SCHOOL’S SCHOOL OF ROCK totally rocks on.  
 
 
by Emma Ware of Grain Valley High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
COME JOIN THE BAND AT OAK PARK’S “SCHOOL OF ROCK” 
 
School could never have been more boring than it was at Horace Green Preparatory 



School. That was until a peculiar sub arrived in class, bringing excitement and enthusiasm 
to his new students and the audience. By the end of this exhilarating show, viewers left with 
a sense of hope and dedication.  
 
Written by Julian Fellowes in 2015 premiered that year in the Winter Garden Theater. A story 
of a bum named Dewey Finn who lives with his friend Ned Schneebly and has not got 
around to paying rent yet. When the opportunity for Dewey to take Ned's place as a 
substitute teacher at the esteemed Horace Green Preparatory School to make the money 
he owes Dewey leaps at the opportunity. Dewey teaches the sheltered children of Horace 
Green how to play rock and roll. Creating the band with the children called THE SCHOOL 
OF ROCK to join the battle of the bands, all while avoiding being caught by Ned, Principal 
Mullins, and the parents of the children. 
 
With a beautifully practiced choreography number and song, we are introduced to Dewey 
Finn (Drew Chamberlin) whose lively performance captivates the audience with his 
eccentric stage presence and exaggerated body language never fail to bring a smile and 
laugh to the audience. Who contrasts the serious yet relatable Principal Mullins (Rayna 
Key) whose heavenly voice and emotional drive leave many audience members in tears in 
her beautiful number “Where Did the Rock Go.” Bringing principal Mullin’s character to life 
in the sorrow and loneliness she experiences. Summer Hathaway (Tycie Parker) leaves 
each audience member with a laugh on the tip of their tongues with her snooty personality 
and compassion for the rules as she maintains the plot and life of the performance. 
 
However; no show is complete without talented supporting roles, such as Billy (Hayden 
McGaughey) and Marcy (Kennedie Holland) whose cunning and sharp snapbacks and 
forward stage presence left the audience in an array of laughter as they criticize the 
teachings of Dewey in a comical array of bickering from both sides. Not to forget the 
Talented Katie (Leala Peterson), Freddie Hamilton (Tyler Vanderhoorn),  Lawrence (Lincoln 
McKinnis), and Zack Mooneyham (Jayden Davis) all played their instruments in real-time on 
stage, bringing the sound to life before the very eyes of the audience putting cheers on the 
tips of their tongues and awe in their eyes.  
 
Tori Phelan and Ciara McCarthy’s costume department rose and took the bar with them, 
creating wholly original and hand-crafted pieces for the show putting many people in 
stunned shock and admiration at the array of diverse costumes like school uniforms, to 
police oXicers, security, and early rock outfits full of bright colors and frills. The hair and 
makeup collaborated very well with Phelan and McCarthy’s ideas on costumes and take 
new creative ideas such as airbrushes to create new daring looks impacting the audience 



as they look on in shock at the beautiful work from the crew.  
 
Oak Park’s SCHOOL OF ROCK is a terrific show and even when a slip-up occurred when a 
prop guitar strap snapped the actors reacted appropriately and made sure to not let it stop 
them or the performance from continuing.  
 
Oak Parks SCHOOL OF ROCK leaves many memories of their fun and exciting 
performances of iconic songs like “Stick It to the Man” or “When I Climb to the Top of Mount 
Rock” with lively characters and stage presence that allows the performance to feel 
genuine and genuine in its meanings and goals.  
 
 
by Owen Wright of Grain Valley High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
GET READY TO ROCK ON AT OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL WITH “SCHOOL OF ROCK: THE 
MUSICAL”! 
 
From a wannabe rockstar to an unregistered substitute teacher at Horace Green Prep 
School, the audience is led on a compelling journey of self-discovery and determination. 
Oak Park High School truly captivates The SCHOOL OF ROCK through humor, song, and 
dance that brings the audience rocking out of their seats. 
 
Debuted in 2003, the film created by Paul Green produced SCHOOL OF ROCK which led to 
its musical premiere in 2015 at Winter Garden Theatre of New York by the same name. The 
musical follows Dewey Finn, whose dream is to compete in Battle of the Bands. 
Consequently, Dewey loses his position in his band 'No Vacancy'. Unable to pay rent Dewey 
goes undercover as his friend Ned Schneebly, becoming a substitute at Horace Green, 
filled with straight-A students. Dewey finds ways to rock things up in the classroom, 
abandoning traditional classroom etiquette for rocking out, creating the new band 
SCHOOL OF ROCK. Students, parents, and teachers grow alongside Dewey as the band of 
students compete to win the Battle of the Bands. However, Dewey is revealed as an 
imposter of Schneebly; students still cultivate the audience by encouraging Dewey to 
continue the competition. As the music hits full blast, the students win over the audience 
as champions of the show. 
 
Through comical jokes, Dewey Finn played by Drew Chamberlin takes the audience on his 



journey from a failing rockstar to an undercover substitute. Dewy brings the audience to the 
top of Mount Rock and provides the perfect amount of satire and wildness that has the 
audience in an uproar especially paired with Rosaline Mullins played by Rayna Key who 
contrasts Dewey's relaxed personality as an uptight principal. Mullins carries her audience 
through emotional solos such as 'Here at Horace Green’ and ‘Where Did the Rock Go'.  
 
But as the band gets louder, we can’t forget Ned Schneebly played by Caleb Shields who 
captivates the audience with his romance with Patty DiMarco played by Evey Edwards and 
his humorous friendship with Dewey. But even though Ned gets pushed around by his 
girlfriend Patty, the student Summer Hathaway played by Tycie Parker is quite the opposite. 
She is a strong-willed student at Horace Green who takes position of band manager for 
SCHOOL OF ROCK.  
 
The lighting directed by Elijah Smith truly enhanced many moments throughout the show 
with spotlights and dim red lights that illuminated the production which only added to the 
actors' performance.  
 
Nonetheless, during bows that were led in an amazing performance by Drew Chamberlin, 
the fog felt as if it could have been reduced after the smoke filled the auditorium. It became 
diXicult to see the crews doing their bows in the back. Additionally, the sparklers along with 
the confetti were eye-stoppers for the audience. 
 
But as the lights dim and the music quieted. Oak Park High School left the audience with a 
story of self-discovery and determination as Dewey and the students of Horace Green take 
home the trophy as the winners of the Battle of the Bands. 
 
by Rachel Wiemann of Grain Valley High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
OAK PARK IS ‘TOO HOT FOR YOU’ AND SO IS THEIR PRODUCTION OF SCHOOL OF ROCK 
 
Ready to prepare for the battle of the bands and rock n roll through OAK PARK and their 
production of SCHOOL OF ROCK.  You will be lit up by the end and truly blown away by the 
energy on stage through the show.  
 
Based on the 2003 movie by Mike White and a book by Julian Fellows, School of Rock is a 
rock musical with music by Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by Glenn Slater. The show 



opens with Dewey getting kicked from his band and his hope diminishing, but he doesn't 
give up. With months of practice and a cool new class to help pave the way, Battle of the 
Bands is an easy goal to reach, what won't be easy though is hiding the truth. 
 
The leads made it to the top of Mount Rock with these show-stopping performances. Drew 
Chamberlin put great energy into Dewey Finn that was needed to make this show great, 
including his dancing and singing.  Chamberlin uses his voice and his crazy Dewey energy 
to capture the audience from the very first scene and doesn't stop at all throughout the 
show.  Chamberlin’s song ‘When I Climb To The Top of Mount Rock’ was our first true 
experience to see Chamberlin's vocal skills, especially riXs and the notes he hits.  This 
performance brought him closer to the audience figuratively and literally with their set and 
paved the way for the rest of the show. 
 
The supporting characters were what truly made everyone rock out.  Tycie Parker who plays 
the future POTUS, Summer Hathaway does a fantastic job at making the audience hate her 
and then love her. Starting out as a snotty kid with an insane amount of attitude who we 
grow to love and appreciate. All her feminist comments and attitude were done so well by 
Parker.  The song ‘Time to Play’ showed us a range of her abilities which includes rapping 
which was done very well and even more of her acting abilities, including the range of 
personalities she can portray.  Tycie transforms her character from a brat who only cares 
about herself into a strong independent young woman who learns to love the band, and she 
does it beautifully.   
 
The technical sides of this production put the whole thing together.  The lights by Elijah 
Smith livened up the stage with the use of the cyc while the actors were performing, this 
and the addition of smoke machines and fire during the final scene made the audience feel 
excited and want more of the show.  
 
The set designs and stage were a fabulous addition and put the characters in their own 
world while bringing us along, although sometimes the transitions of the set pieces oX and 
on stage were not executed well.  Despite this, when execution was done well, the set 
pieces were beautiful and well made. The stage also had an extension closer to the 
audience that they used many times and that helped bring the audience in even more.  
 
The battle of the bands is just out of reach and you don't need a fake identity to see the 
magic of rock at the Oak Park High School production “SCHOOL OF ROCK”  which will stick 
with you like a catchy song sticks in your head.  
 



 
by Sara-Lynn Mansfield of Grain Valley High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL SOARS TO MOUNT ROCK WITH ‘SCHOOL OF ROCK.’ 
 
Students can only ever wish for one thing; a good teacher. Someone attentive, fun, and 
interested in their lives. Inspiring. A true hardcore rocker of a teacher who loves what they 
do with a passion. Dewey is� something along those lines.  
 
Based on the 2003 film, SCHOOL OF ROCK was adapted into a stage production in 2015. 
With music written by Andrew Lloyd Weber and book written by Jullian Fellowes, the night 
opens to No Vacancy performing, kicking, and leaving Dewey in the dust. With his dreams 
of winning the Battle of the Bands nearly crushed. He returns to the comforts of his home, 
which only meets him with more apprehension as his best friend’s girlfriend, Patti, points 
out his free-loading tendencies. With the need for rent, Dewey does only what’s logical and 
poses as his substitute-teacher-best-friend, Ned, substituting at a prestigious prep school. 
Upon learning the students� musical talents, he realizes a new opportunity to win his 
lifelong dream-- with the backing of a class of students of course. 
 
Order and chaos clash into a symphony of rock as our leads take the stage. Dewey, played 
by Drew Chamberlin, rocks out the entire night with a stellar performance. Chamberlin 
never ceases to concoct just the right amount of ego, self-pity, and charisma with each 
action, selling the washed punk supreme just in time for supper. Meanwhile, his costar 
Rayna Key, playing Ms. Mullins who’s the strict principal, commands the stage with graceful 
poise, breaking down to reveal a tired ex-punk rocker. Her grace paired with her 
sophisticated voice in, ‘Queen of the Night,’ and, ‘Where Did the Rock Go,’ communicates 
the elegance of Ms. Mullins, and becomes a beautiful cocktail to the ears. Together they 
may as well be a full-course meal as they never cease to amuse with their witty volleying 
and intimate understanding of their characters. 
 
The students of Horace Green truly commit themselves not just to study, but rock too! The 
ensemble of students creates many hilarious scenes with their wit in, ‘Stick It to the Man,’ 
and ‘Time to Play.’ The members were always fully present and commit themselves to their 
character, fully actualizing them and making each notably distinct from the other, after all, 
what's a band without its crew? 
 



Lights blazed the stage with performance-ready visuals bringing the stage to life like a true 
concert. Elijah Smith creatively utilized the lights to section apart the diXerent focused 
areas, as well as controlled lights from the audience, and the many spot usages. This 
combined with special eXects made for an unforgettable experience as Samuel Ham and 
Natalee Seitz's usage of fog and fireworks immerse the crowd with the ensemble.  
 
Instruments are vital to any band, and the band had plenty, each being used by the 
members of the various ensembles beautifully. Resultingly, it made the fake instruments 
and props more obvious as they did not blend in with their surroundings. Despite this, 
these props almost always had comedic payoX, like the classic axe smash.  
 
OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL’s performance fills you up and keeps you having fun with their 
catchy school tunes from SCHOOL OF ROCK and will leave you shouting encore as smoke 
engulfs the crowd, and the band takes their final bow.  
 
 
by Trenton Sinn of Grain Valley High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
MRS. SHEINKOPF MUST BE ON CRACK 
 
There is no “I” in participation at Oak Park High School performing School of Rock.  
 
This show was originally a comedy film in 2003, then later made a musical in 2015. School 
of Rock is about Dewy Finn (Drew Chamberlin), a failed rock musician. He becomes a 
substitute teacher and shows the students how to play rock in a band.  
 
Drew Chamberlin brought Dewy Finn to life. He was funny, and very animated throughout 
the entire show Chamberlin had the audience laughing the whole time he was on stage. He 
kept the audience entertained and engaged the entire time. Rayna Key did an amazing job 
portraying Rosalie Mullins. Key did some fine-tuning of Ms. Mullins portraying her as a strict 
principle that rules with an iron fist.  
 
Summer Hathaway (Tycie Parker) has amazing character development. At first, she was 
spoiled and always has an attitude; but in the end she cared and was thankful for Dewey. 
Ned Schneebly (Caleb Shields) was executed perfectly. Shields was dorky when he needed 
to be, and always did the right thing. Shields really brought out the side of Schneebly that 



he always did the right thing.  
 
Costumes (Tori Phelan & Ciara McCarthy) are amazing. They were very thought out, full and 
expressive. Lighting (Elijah Smith) did a phenomenal job. The cyc was lit from the bottom, 
that is not done very often. You can distinctively tell when you were in the classroom and 
when you were not. Special eXects (Samuel Ham & Natalee Seitz) did an astonishing job in 
the last song with the sparks.  
 
When there were numbers with more people the mics sounded unbalanced, background 
singers would often wash out the soloist. Transitions felt really long as well.  
 
Run wild in the halls of School of Rock at Oak Park High School 
 
 
 
by Alana Miller of Lee's Summit High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
ROCKING THEIR WAY TO VICTORY 
 
“It’s not a phase, mom!”  A phrase many speak and few mean.  Dewey Finn is the 
exception.  Throughout Oak Park’s Production of SCHOOL OF ROCK, teenage dreams 
come to fruition through creative problem solving, musical talent, and a healthy dose of 
rebellion. 
  
Based on the 2003 film by the same name, and adapted for stage by Julian Fellowes, Glenn 
Slater, and Andrew Lloyd Webber, SCHOOL OF ROCK is full of rambunctious fun.  The show 
follows Dewey Finn, a washed-up rock singer who pretends to be a substitute teacher at an 
esteemed prep school in order to make rent.  However, things get interesting when he and 
his sensational rock band of 5th graders enter the Battle of the Bands hoping to win it all. 
 
Drew Chamberlin brings impressive zeal to the stage while performing as Dewey 
Finn.  Throughout the show, Chamberlin handles this exuberant role with wit and tenacity, 
and always keeps the energy up.  He never misses a beat (musical or comedic) and has 
audiences rolling from laughter.  His vocals are equally notable.  Though not a typical 
musical-theatre style, his skilled execution of rock ballads shows versatility.  This 
especially shines in the show’s opening number ‘When I Climb to the Top of Mount Rock,’ 



where Chamberlin belts out soaring notes, all while running and jumping around the 
stage.  Chamberlin’s counterpart, Rosalie Mullins (Rayna Key) balances his rowdiness with 
a brusque and resolute presence. Key creates a moving arch for her character, the peak of 
which happens in her emotional performance of ‘Where Did the Rock Go.’  She also 
exhibits incredible vocal range in ‘Queen of the Night,’ letting clear operatic notes soar. 
 
Of course, you can’t have a rock band without a manager, and Tycie Parker as Summer 
Hathaway is the perfect girl for the job!  Hathaway’s stage presence was unmatched, as her 
physicality is a standout on the stage. She’s sharp and animated and nails every joke she 
has.  There’s never a moment when Parker isn’t in character, and she truly shines in this 
production.   
 
Though the leads rocked, the ensemble brought the show to life.  The students create a 
lively backdrop, and each member of the company had standout moments; whether that 
was with character choices, solos, or jamming out on their instruments. The small details 
and consistent engagement across the board is great in wrapping audiences into the story. 
 
Tech is equally impressive!  The costuming is spot on, with students in matching red plaid 
uniforms and Miss Mullins in a power suit.  The details don’t go unnoticed either.  Dewey’s 
clothes were always disheveled and stained, and he wore a faux potbelly for the duration of 
the show, both nicely reflecting his character. House and lobby decor is thoughtful and 
abundant.  The final scene is a tech goldmine.  Combining colorful and innovative lighting, 
fog, and topped oX with pyrotechnics, this scene produces an eye-catching visual sure to 
have audiences roaring like a real concert. 
 
Oak Park High School sticks it to the man in their riotous and skillful rendition of a classic 
story.  Masterfully executed, this cinematic interpretation of this musical is sure to bring the 
house down! 
 
 
by Anna Burnett of Lee's Summit High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
THIS SHOW’S TOO HOT FOR YOU 
 
The climb is hard and dangerous. Yet at the foot of Mount Rock stands a seemingly punk 
band of students, joining together in an epic battle to complete one simple mission: stick it 



to The Man. Without further ado, welcome to the stage Oak Park’s bangin’ performance of 
SCHOOL OF ROCK.  
 
The show follows the story of Dewey Finn, a man of grunge in both definitions. Struggling to 
pay rent, Dewey forms a master plan when a phone call comes from the prestigious school 
of Horace Green. He goes to substitute under the identity of his friend, Ned Schneebly, to 
make some money, but Dewey is then set into motion to shape up the kids to compete in 
The Battle of The Bands. An inspiring story of empowerment, intelligence, and hilarious 
puns, the SCHOOL OF ROCK has been formed.  
 
Overall, the production was very entertaining and creative. The presentation and set was 
visually pleasing and provided depth with a sense of audience interaction. Speaking of 
audience interactions, Kenzie Barry and Brynn Polette went above and beyond with the 
selling of glow sticks to use in specific numbers of the show. Tying in the crowd was a 
refreshing new take on traditional theater.  
 
Starring in the role originated by Jack Black, Drew Chamberlin took the cake and ate it too 
in his role of Dewey Finn. He’s fat. He’s funny. He’s great at touching kids! Chamberlin’s 
mannerisms were thoroughly enjoyable and fit his dopey character with grace. Ruling the 
school was Rayna Key playing Rosalie Mullins, the principal of Horace Green. Key showed 
great diversity in her character arc. Performing opera and keeping the students in line is no 
easy feat, but she did a wonderful job at it. The two characters had great chemistry and 
shone a light on each other’s growth during their journeys.  
 
Another shining light of the show was Summer Hathaway, played by Tycie Parker. Every 
second Parker was on stage was like a beam of feminism and energy across the 
auditorium. Her character was a highlight of the ensemble. In her performance of Summer 
Hathaway, Parker earns a gold star. Among the other soul brothers and soul sisters of the 
class was Tyler Vanderhoorn, Lincoln McKinnis, and Leala Peterson. All three of them 
executed their roles (Freddie Hamilton, Lawrence, Katie) impeccably as well as playing the 
instruments on stage in real time. Joining together for rock and roll, the student band 
presented noteworthy performances.  
 
The costumes of this show expressed the individuality of all characters while blending 
together to create a wonderful diversity. Done by Tori Phelan and Ciara McCarthy, an 
honorable mention was the fat suit for Dewey Finn. At times during scenes, actors and set 
pieces disturbed the curtains, drawing attention from the plot. Also, some microphones 
presented challenges of articulation, but overall the sound design was executed well by 



Adelpai, Nguyen, and Simone.  
 
The legend of the rent has been told, and the students of Horace Green have been rocking 
out all night. It’s now time to go home to the comforts of Guitar Hero and Stevie Nicks. 
Ending their set at Oak Park High School, the SCHOOL OF ROCK leaves the stage, but 
maybe they’ll come back for an encore.  
 
 
by Anna Zung of Lee's Summit High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
THERES NO DISCIPLINE, ITS ANARCHY 
 
Stickin’ it to the man here with Oak Parks rendition of SCHOOL OF ROCK. In this rock fest of 
show you better be ready for a story full of financial struggles, a little bit of fraud, and 
meatball subs. 
 
This punk rock-inspired musical is based on a movie from 2003 starring Jack Black as 
Dewey Finn. Dewey is our rugged protagonist, a deadbeat, washed-up old man looking for a 
job. When a call comes in asking his roommate, Ned Schneebly, to work as a substitute for 
a prestigious high school, Dewey decides to answer claiming to be Ned. Even though he 
isn’t qualified at all he goes into the class and starts working under Ned’s name for months, 
preparing the kids for the Battle of the Bands, falling in love with the principal, and teaching 
them valuable lessons they wouldn't learn anywhere else. 
 
Every tech element was executed nearly perfectly, notably the set was very intricate with 
big folding set pieces and posters all over the walls of the theater itself. The lighting was 
also incredible as they were able to convey many diXerent emotions. 
 
Drew Chamberlin stars as Dewey Finn, and truly delivers in his portrayal of a bum. His 
vocals were on point with a bunch of riXs and rock-and-roll pizzazz. Drew’s chemistry with 
the students is very impressive with it feeling like he is growing with the students while 
learning more about them. On top of all that he also had wonderful energy having almost 
no filler actions or boring moments. All this adds up to a brilliant performance with a clear 
understanding of the character. Rosalie Mullins the principal of Horace Green is played by 
Rayna Key who shows oX her downright stunning vocals and emotional control. She made 
many good character choices such as anytime Dewey would talk to her after the date it was 



clear that her character had changed to be more open around him. 
 
Someone who deserves a lot of recognition for their contribution to the show is Tycie Parker 
who plays Summer Hathaway. At all times she was committed to her character and 
showed no inconsistencies. Even when she was doing emotional moments, she still kept 
up her amazing acting. 
 
The tech in this show was pretty impeccable. All the special eXects used in the rock songs 
at the Battle of the Bands really stood out to me as it made the scene look so much better 
than it already was. The mic quality was generally lacking and often whole scenes would be 
almost inaudible because of the mics cutting in and out. The props were very inconsistent 
as some were professional grade like having real guitar and drums, while some were clearly 
made of cardboard or foam. Building oX of that however having all of the real instruments 
on stage looked very good and the actors handled them well. 
 
In conclusion, this show was a hoot. Hilarious jokes and rock and roll, sounds like anything 
you could ever want in a show. Oak Park truly delivered in this awesome showing of 
SCHOOL OF ROCK. 
 
 
by Henry Wood of Lee's Summit High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
OAK PARK TEACHES YOU HOW TO ROCK 
 
Oak Park High School ‘Stick[s] it to the Man’ with a hysterical performance of SCHOOL OF 
ROCK. With interesting storylines that are sure to charm, they tug at people’s heartstrings 
while making them laugh so hard they are left gasping for air.  
 
SCHOOL OF ROCK, a rock musical created in 2015 with music by Andrew Lloyd Webber 
and lyrics by Glenn Slater, is based on the 2003 film of the same name. It is about a 
musician named Dewey Finn who becomes a prep schoolteacher using his best friend’s 
name. Though he is teaching completely illegally, he still manages to form good 
relationships with the students. He teaches them how to rock, and through hilarious and 
heartfelt dialogue, prepares them for the Battle of the Bands competition. This show 
perfectly shows audiences how to break out of the mold, while also capturing their hearts. 
 



Oak Park’s rendition has brilliant leading performers such as Drew Chamberlin who plays 
Dewey Finn, and Rayna Key who plays Rosalie Mullins. These students showcase their 
outstanding vocals in songs such as ‘When I Climb To The Top Of Mount Rock’ and ‘Where 
Did The Rock Go’. They always commit to their characters, and their immense acting 
abilities leave audiences speechless. Supporting characters such as Ned Schneebly 
played by Caleb Shields and Summer Hathaway played by Tycie Parker also get their 
moment to shine. While Parker’s character has witty lines that always leave the audience 
smiling, she also is perfectly in tune with her character, never missing a beat. Shields 
captivates audiences with his charismatic character and fantastic line delivery. These 
actors bring this already fun show to another level. 
 
The ensemble in this show is perfectly lively, with every member listening and reacting to 
what is going on. Each and every student in the classroom scenes are doing something 
diXerent, and it makes the show all the more fun to watch. Additionally, there are some 
notable technical aspects in this production. For example, the colorful lighting on the back 
of the stage and the quick-moving spots help elevate this show. Another impressive 
element is the set, which always fits the mood of the scene and brings a new life to the 
performance. 
 
While there are a lot of positive details in this show, there are still a few notable mistakes. 
While the actors are doing a great job, at times, the mics will turn on too late, making it hard 
to hear them. There are also some troubles with blending the sound while larger groups are 
singing. Another small issue is that scene changes seem to drag on, creating awkward 
pauses between scenes. Despite this, the fun environment of the show more than makes 
up for it. 
 
SCHOOL OF ROCK is a heartwarming and remarkable show, and Oak Park’s rendition of it 
definitely lives up to its name. While teaching people how to rock, they also teach people 
how to live their lives to their fullest potential. Rock on! 
 
by Sophie Booth of Lee's Summit High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
GET YOUR WHEELCHAIRS, WE’RE GOING TO SEE SCHOOL OF ROCK 
 
With their whimsical, upbeat atmosphere, Oak Park High School thrills in their rendition of 
SCHOOL OF ROCK. The heart, passion, and energy captivates as the cast takes your breath 



away with a well-known tale on what it means to be a nonconformist. 
 
This early 2000’s gem begins in Staten Island. We meet Dewy Finn as he performs with his 
then rock band No Vacancy. After springing about the stage and practically flailing, Dewey 
is removed from No Vacancy. We find Dewey crashing on his best friend Ned Schneebly’s 
couch before Dewey forms a plan to steal his best friend’s identity as he goes to be a 
substitute teacher at Horace Green Preparatory School. Dewey is clearly a slob as he’s told 
he has to go get rent money to aXord to stay with Ned and his girlfriend Patty, which is how 
the identity theft came to be. What started out as an easy payday became the spark to drive 
Dewey to want to win �The Battle of the Bands� with a new band� the students in the class 
he is subbing for.  
 
The direction Oak Park High School took in displaying this story drew parallels to The Dead 
Poet’s Society, but with a unique rock and roll glamour. The choreography sparked with full 
energy as each ensemble member danced in unison and didn’t miss a beat. I specifically 
liked the entire ‘If Only You Would Listen’ number. It felt like every character was bringing 
something diXerent to the table as is, but then when their parents were shown to be 
overbearing and very critical, you felt for the children more as you wanted them to excel in 
‘The Battle of the Bands’.  
 
Drew Chamberlin is delightful as Dewey Finn. He plays Dewey with a Jim Carrey-esque 
flare that really binds the entire production together. Dewey eases through Horace Green 
Preparatory School with ease as he electrifies each cast member he encounters, all while 
continuing to stay true to his character. He was able to play Dewey as a slob, mentor, and 
rock player. There was lots of diversity in his portrayal. Rayna Key as Rosalie Mullins is the 
female lead of the show. She is stern, complex, and lovable as she struts around the stage 
bossing everyone around. Her voice carried throughout the auditorium as she sang ‘Where 
Did The Rock Go’. This is where you see a pivotal change in this character that you’ve only 
seen be ‘mean’. You then see her as an emotionally suppressed woman who simply needed 
a reminder to have a little fun. 
 
Kennedie Holland is a joy while playing Marcy. She’s one of the backup singers for the band, 
and she constantly brings all of her energy to the table every time her and her fellow backup 
singers have to bust a move and keep the energy up.  
 
Overall, SCHOOL OF ROCK is a joyous time. The songs, comedy, and choreography are the 
true standouts of the show. Now get your wheelchairs! We're rolling home.  
 



 
  
 
 
by Xion Henderson of Lee's Summit High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
OAK PARK'S PRODUCTION OF SCHOOL OF SCHOOL OF ROCK IS GONNA ROCK YOUR 
SOCKS OFF 
 
Rant, rave, scream, and shout Oak Park High Schools production of School of Rock is here 
to transport you to rock and roll paradise! 
 
School of Rock is a high-energy musical with music by Andrew Lloyd Webber, lyrics by 
Glenn Slater, and a book by Julian Fellowes. Based on Mike White’s 2003 film, the story 
centers on Dewey Finn, an out-of-work rock singer and guitarist who poses as a substitute 
teacher at a prestigious prep school. In a bid to win the next Battle of the Bands, Dewey 
recognizes the musical talent in his students and forms a band with them. 
 
Drew Chamberlin brings Dewey to life with an impressive understanding of the character, 
portraying him with spot-on mannerisms, body language, and voice that make him instantly 
relatable to the audience. Rayna Key, in the role of Rosalie Mullins, stuns with her 
extraordinary vocal range. Her operatic quality wows the audience every time she sings, 
and her acting choices bring depth to Rosalie’s journey. You can really feel her character’s 
growth, a feat that only a truly talented actor can achieve. 
 
The student ensemble shines with their reactions and expressive acting, often making the 
audience laugh or setting the mood without needing any lines. They are incredibly in sync 
with their dance moves, and their harmonies sound seamless. Tycie Parker’s portrayal of 
Summer Hathaway is a standout, thanks to her strong characterization and impeccable 
comedic timing that keeps the audience in stitches. Jada Pauley’s Tomika also stuns 
everyone with her breathtaking vocals during ‘Amazing Grace,’ and her character 
development is both clear and powerful. Hayden McGaughy, as Billy, keeps the laughter 
rolling with his hilarious line deliveries and his entertaining stage presence even when it’s 
not his turn to speak, his reactions and mannerisms are spot on. 
 
Costuming is well-thought-out, with the students’ school uniforms looking cohesive yet 



personalized to each character. No Vacancy's wigs are large, in charge, and perfectly 
styled. Dewey’s character development is cleverly shown through his wardrobe, as he 
starts out in scruXy clothes but switches to a sweater vest in Act Two, symbolizing his 
gradual integration with the other teachers. The set design is versatile, convincingly 
portraying both a school and an apartment as needed, and the special eXects add an extra 
layer of excitement that leaves the audience in awe. 
 
While the production has plenty of strengths, a few technical aspects could be improved. 
Some scene changes feel slightly too long, leaving the audience waiting, and there are 
occasional moments when certain characters aren’t lit well, while empty parts of the stage 
are overly bright. Mic issues are also a slight distraction, though the strong acting more 
than makes up for these minor hitches. 
 
All in all, this show is pure fun and totally rock and roll if you catch my drift! 
 
 
 
by Alexandria Mondaine of Ruskin High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
ROCK ON AND ROCK OUT 
 
Do you want to stick it to the man? Then head on down to OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL and 
catch this electrifying production of SCHOOL OF ROCK. With every song they’re bringing 
the absolute energy, giving us the time of our life!  
 
SCHOOL OF ROCK is a stage musical based on the 2003 movie starring Jack Black. It tells 
the story of Dewey Finn, a rock musician who gets kicked out of his band. Dewey pretends 
to be his best friend as a substitute teacher at a prestigious prep school to make money. 
When he finds out about his students’ musical talents, he forms a secret band to compete 
in a Battle of the Bands contest. The show features high energy rock music, hilarious 
moments, and a lot of soul as Dewey teaches the kids to follow their passion and believe in 
themselves. It’s an inspiring story about music, friendship, and self-discovery. 
 
Drew Chamberlin (Dewey Finn) does an absolutely superb job at keeping the energy up 
throughout the whole show. He walks, talks, and breathes Dewey Finn. He constantly 
haves little side remarks and reactions to everyone on stage, and we can’t forget about 



those rock-ific notes. Speaking of notes, Rayna Key (Rosalie Mullins) has the most 
gorgeous high D. Every time she sings it is a beautiful floaty sound that wisps you away, 
which is a surprise compared to her character’s stern demeanor. Every time she hits the 
stage she commands your attention and respect.  
 
Hayden McGaughey (Billy) slays like the Diva he is. If you need an example of what it is like 
to be your character and not play it, he is your go to guy. Even when he isn’t speaking he is 
still making his presence known. Every time he hit that stage he has you absolutely 
cracking up on the floor. Tycie Parker (Summer Hathaway) has by far one of the greatest 
character arcs throughout the show. She goes from up tight boring schoolgirl to this 
absolutely rock-awesome manager. She is crazily funny and definitely worth the money to 
see. 
 
The special eXects by Sam Ham and Natalee Seitz at the end of the show are incredibly 
impressive. They make you feel like you truly stepped into a rock concert. Designed by 
Ciara McCarthy and Tori Phelan, costumes are also another very impressive part of this 
show. It is absolutely amazing that all the school costumes are handmade. 
 
This is one wonderful show but, we all have things we could improve on. There are various 
moments when an actor or multiple actors are in absolute darkness while saying their 
lines. This is something that could be fixed with a simple movement, it however did not 
take-away from the overall quality of show. 
 
You really do not want to miss this show. It will have jumping through all kinds of emotions 
and have you rocking out on the edge of your seat. Make sure you stop by OAK PARK HIGH 
SCHOOL to catch this masterpiece. 
 
 
 
by Desmond Walker III of Ruskin High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
GET ALL YOUR AGGRESSION OUT 
 
Have you ever seen a rock concert like ACDC or Megadeth? Well Oak Park High School 
preforms SCHOOL OF ROCK for you where students and a questionable substitute teacher 
go and compete in the battle of the bands! 



 
Based on the adaptation on the Paramount movie by Mike White, SCHOOL OF ROCK is 
made with the book by Julian Fellowers, with new music by Andrew Lloyd Webber, and 
lyrics by Glenn Slater. The story is based on a character named Dewey Finn where he’s in a 
band called �No Vacancy� and gets kicked out of the band, which leads him to pretend to 
be a substitute teacher at a prep school and makes a band out of his students to go 
compete in the Battle of the Bands. 
 
 
Our main rockstar in the show, Drew Chamberlin who plays Dewey Finn, brings fierce and 
aggression into this show that makes everyone draw to him as lead. His funny personality 
makes the audience laugh throughout the entire show. His incredible vocals throughout the 
show are most memorable, especially in the musical number ‘When I climb to the top of 
Mount Rock’, where he already sets the aggressive vibe into the show. Another lead, Rayna 
Key, who plays Rosalie Mullins, shows heart-warming character development as she’s a 
strict principal, who morphs into a caring one towards the end. Her vocals in ‘Where did the 
Rock Go’ shows so much emotion and incredible vibrato that draws the audience into an 
awe.  
 
Featuring a strong, sassy, and demanding character, Tycie Parker who plays Summer 
Hathaway, takes her character and makes it her own being the most sassy and strong vocal 
student. It’s incredible to see another talented student, Caleb Shields who plays Ned 
Schneebly, where his distress and charisma blends in together with Drew Chamberlin 
when they interact together, without it, the show wouldn’t be as enjoyable with Caleb 
Shields.  
 
The set and special eXects make this show look like an actual concert, especially in Act 2, 
with the fog machines and sparks makes the whole show eye-catching to see. With the 
ability of the light changes in every set change, sets the mood for all the characters. 
 
Although there is an issue with the scene changes where they take a bit longer than usual, 
the scenes are still saved by the actors once they get on stage. Sometimes the mics can be 
a tad bit loud, but the sound crew manages to fix those issues.  
 
SCHOOL OF ROCK can bring aggression, laughter, screaming, yelling, and excitement. Oak 
Park High school has shown the REAL version of the Battle of the Bands.  
 
 



 
by Katherine Velasquez of Ruskin High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
School of Rock was a really good musical. It’s about day Finn, a middle aged man that is 
trying to win the battle of the bands. But then he gets dropped from his band No Vacancy. 
Then this opportunity comes up to where he became a substitute teacher for Horace green 
preparatory school under the identity of his best friend. He then recruited the students to 
compete with him in the competition of the bands. This leads to conflict with him and the 
characters in developing themselves and giving them a purpose  
 
 
Let’s start from the beginning . Drew Chamberlain does an amazing job of portraying Dewey 
Finn’s character. I could really feel him connecting with the character and giving him life. At 
some point I actually was debating if he was actually a middle aged man living on his 
friend's couch. I also feel the same way about the principal Rosalie Mullins played by 
Rayna Key. She acted amazingly and not to mention her voice. When she was singing the 
opera bits I was astonished with her vibrato and her vocal range. 
 
 
Another character I want to shed some light on would have to be Billy played by Hayden 
McGaughey. When I tell you he did an amazing job with this character. I really mean it. Even 
though he didn’t have very many lines he used his body and facial expressions to really sell 
his character. He just drew my attention a lot and in all he’s just a really good actor. 
Everyone not only the ones I motioned did really good with that character  
 
 
The ensemble in general was really good. There were parts when they didn't have many 
lines but they were acting/ doing stage business. They also did really well at reacting to 
what was happening around them. Like when they were in the classroom and dewy was 
‘teaching’ them with a son in front of principal Rosalie. You could really tell their level of 
acting that they had to have to pull that oX.  
 
 
I think it was because of their amazing hair and makeup team. I also feel that it was a good 
choice to incorporate the body suits with the characters. It actually allowed the characters 
to look their part. A good example of this would have to be the characters in the group No 



Vacancy. One of the characters had on a muscle suit and the second he came out I could 
help but laugh.  
 
 
One thing that I feel they need to work on would have to be the microphones. A lot of the 
time the actors were either cutting out when they got too loud or just didn't have a mic 
working. We need to be able to hear the actors when they are giving it their all. Another 
thing is that when it comes to the set I think that it should have had stoppers, or just 
something to stop it from moving when the characters stepped on it. When I was looking at 
it, it felt like it was gonna roll away really easily. But the set itself was really well done. It's 
just that we need to make sure that the actors are safe. Lastly, I feel that the lighting needed 
to be worked on a little more. At times characters would be in the dark when they were 
trying to connect with the audience and it was just really distracting to not have some light 
on them. 
 
 
In conclusion, this play was really good. Everyone in the musical did a really good job and I 
can tell that they put their all into it and Not just the actors on stage, the crew too. I know 
from experience that its really hard to put on a musical. You have to learn the music, 
dances and ques. But in then end putting in all your hard work and those countless hours 
are really worth it, and I feel that this show really encapsulates this sentiment. 
 
 
by Kayla Parks of Ruskin High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
SCHOOL OF ROCK 
 
The lights go out, performers fill the stage as Oak Park’s band performers take the stage. 
The costumes, music, and cast all work together to transport the audience to this rock and 
roll story. From the moment that first guitar is broken, the audience is captured in the 
School of Rock. 
 
School of Rock the Musical is an adaptation of the 2003 movie ‘School of Rock’. The 
musical is about Dewey Finn and his yearning to rock out and play in the battle of the 
bands. Dewey faces troubles in his life but he comes to meet people that make him better. 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, who is also known for his work in the popular productions of Cats 



and The Phantom of the Opera, wrote the new music for the show. Rock music is the main 
set of music for the show and is known for its family friendliness.   
 
Oak Park's production of School of Rock was told with charisma and energy throughout the 
whole production. Drew Chamberlain who played Dewey Finn, shows all aspects of his 
character with devoutness to his craft. Drew’s comedic timing, line delivery and vocals add 
so much to Dewey’s character and really transports the audience to the world of rock! 
Rayna Key who played Rosalie Mullins shows the true hard-shelled character that Ms. 
Mullins is. Key does a great job of showing Rosalie's contradiction and character 
development.  
 
Supporting actor Caleb Shields, who played Ned Schneebly did a good job of carrying his 
part out. He clearly shows his conflict for his girlfriend and Dewey. Summer Hathaway, 
played by Tycie Parker displays such a love to be on stage.  Even with her attitude, Tycie 
makes it hard to not like Summer. Her confidence as Summer is unwavering and it cannot 
be missed.  
 
Costumes by Ciara McCarthy and Tori Phelan added a lovely spice to this show. With the 
challenge of matching uniforms, the costume crew does a great job of individualizing each 
character, showing how well thought out their costumes were. Choreography by Tycie 
Parker was enticing and a fun addition to this show.  
 
Lights were good at telling the story through diXerent colors to represent diXerent things, 
however, there seemed to be hesitation and disorganization with some cues. The actors 
were very involved with their scenes but at times it was hard to understand actors and their 
lines.   
 
In conclusion, Oak Park's production of School of Rock transported and involved their 
audience in a great show with its captivating music, costumes, and cast. They succeeded 
in delivering an engaging and entertaining performance that captured the essence of this 
great musical. Oak Park High School with laughs and rock has made a night not to be 
forgotten.  
 
 
by Lena Toombs of Ruskin High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 



The school of rock  
 
Let’s talk about the lead role of Dewey Fin played by Drew Chamberlin, whose stage 
presence is phenomenal and delighted the audience. During the show Drew’s facial 
expressions were amazing and the audience enjoyed him every time he was on stage, but 
overall Chamberlin kept the audience in tune with the show. Rosalie Mullins played by 
Rayna Key which was an amazing vocalist, and really mirrored the character as the 
principal. She gave the audience, lots of laughter, and really carried the show with her 
serious rules. Ned Schneebly played by Caleb Shields, who did an amazing and always 
stayed in character. 
 
Summer Hathaway played by Tycie Parker did an awesome job and really portrayed the 
character well with her amazing facial expressions and bossy attitude . The audience loved 
how she had her pink guitar in the last few songs. Billy played by Hayden McGaughey who 
the audience loved. They loved how he was able to keep up with the character through out 
the whole show and always had us laughing. Patty Di Marco played by Evey Edwards, who 
was the girlfriend of Dewey’s best friend who portrayed the sort of brat of a girlfriend. She 
did an amazing job and always had the audience mad with her attitude. 
 
Zack Mooneyham played by Jayden Davis did and great job. The audience loved how he 
was able to be loud and bold with his character. Tomika played by Jada Pauley did a great 
job and every time Pauley came on the stage. Marcy played by Kennedie Holland had 
amazing facial expressions and danced great. Lawrence played by Lincoln McKinnis who 
did and amazing job and played the role of one of the students and musicians well  
 
All the costumes were great. A costume that stuck out to the audience were No Vacancy’s 
costumes they were amazing and really embody the characters. Also Dewey's costume 
was amazing I really loved the fake belly. The costumes were done by Tori Phelan & Ciara 
McCarthy. The dancing done by the backup dancing were amazing and that was done by 
Tycie Parker. 
 
All the hair and makeup was great that was done by Penny Swymeler, Bryanna Davis, & 
Amiya Brewer. All the props such as the break guitars were amazing and were done by Sam 
Parks and Ginger Whipple. The set was great done by Katie Slattery & Rhys Wilson. The 
stage crew did great the audience just wished they had enough time to get the set on stage 
cause the blackouts were a little to long. Overall this was an amazing show and the 
audience would see again.  
 



 
by Syerra Funderburke of Ruskin High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
STICK IT TO OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL’S PRODUCTION OF SCHOOL OF ROCK! 
 
School never looked so fun! Oak Park High School's production of SCHOOL OF ROCK 
sends the audience through a whirl wind of funky music as it tells the story of Dewey, his 
career, and the impact he has on his students and fellow staX members his first year of 
‘teaching’.  
 
Julian Fellowes SCHOOL IF ROCK is a stage adaptation to the original movie version, 
written by Mike White. The show tells us about Dewey and his passion for rock music and 
his dreams of being a rockstar. Unfortunately, life didn’t go as planned for Dewey and he 
had to find a way to pay rent. This was the day he got the call. Little did Dewey know, that 
call would change his life forever. He would go on to lead a rock band of �quirky� students 
and find a new love interest, all while teaching us how to stick it to the man. 
 
The spectacular role of Dewey is played by none other than Drew Chamberlin. Chamberlin 
tackles the spirited role with impressive comedy. Chamberlin cannot do this show alone 
however, and the outstanding Rosalie, portrayed by Rayna Key does not fail to prove this 
every single time she enters the stage. These two showcase not only their show stopping 
voices, but also their wonderful chemistry and total dedication to their roles. They 
command the stage in a way very few can. 
 
The students are an ensemble you cannot soon forget. Every member of this group has a 
clear character and radiates such an energy that it is contagious. While it is impossible to 
pick out a bad member of this fantastic ensemble, each member's dedication makes it 
hard to pinpoint any one actor either. However, soloists Jada Pauley and Jayden Davis never 
falter in their outstanding performances. These soloists clearly understand the genres they 
are singing as well as the emotion they are portraying. they can also quickly shift from 
exaggerated humor to very real emotion. 
 
The talent in this show extends far past the stage, all the way to the talented crews. Every 
single aspect of this show stands out and works perfectly together. Tycie Parker's beautiful 
choreography immediately set the tone for both the actors and audience to feed oX of. 
 



Very little critical can be said for this show, however, there were minor hiccups that, while 
not necessarily detrimental, did push the audience out of the moment, making it a little 
diXicult to get back into it. The main issue is that the actors are often hard to understand 
due to poor diction or that their microphones were often too hot or muted. However, every 
time an issue occurred the actors quickly made up for it while the crews fix each technical 
issue. 
 
Oak Park High School's SCHOOL OF ROCK truly sets the bar for high school performances. 
It is not often a student production can take a show that has been done countless times 
and still captivate their audience. In this show, Oak Park proves to everyone just how deep 
their well of talent runs and makes the audience leave wanting more. Without a doubt, 
everyone should "Stick It To The Man" and see this show! 
 
 
 
 
by Zoie Harington of Ruskin High School 
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