
TARZAN AT OAK PARK WILL BE IN YOUR HEART 
 
From actors swinging around on ziplines and monkey bars to dancing plants and stars, Oak Park 
High School brings the jungle to life. The heartfelt story of TARZAN bursts out of the screen and 
onto the stage in this brilliant production.  
 
Written by David Henry Hwang with music and lyrics by Phil Collins, TARZAN is based on the 
1999 Disney animated film by the same name, and the 1914 novel, Tarzan of the Apes, by Edgar 
Rice Burroughs. TARZAN tells the story of a young human boy who has been adopted and 
raised by gorillas in the African jungle. He eventually meets some British explorers who have 
come to Africa to study gorillas, and through them and the challenges they bring, learns lessons 
about who he is and the importance of family. 
 
Drew Chamberlin, who plays Tarzan, does a spectacular job of bringing the wild man to life. 
Chamberlin's physicality encapsulates the way Tarzan is not exactly an animal but not quite 
human either. Throughout the performance, Chamberlin effortlessly switches between two 
distinct vocal qualities when talking to gorillas versus humans. Combined with the soaring vocals 
and beautiful vibrato he consistently delivers, Chamberlin's performance is certainly one of note. 
Accompanying Chamberlin is Julia Schliesman as Kala. Schliesman uses a unique quality of 
movement to bring her character to life. The way she holds herself and the rich vocal tone she 
uses bring out the motherly quality of Kala. In her solo near the top of act one, You'll Be In My 
Heart, Schliesman’s stage presence and truthful acting are showcased. While both the 
performances of Schliesman and Chamberlin are spectacular, no story is complete without an 
antagonist. Lincoln McKinnins, as Clayton, utilizes big facial expressions and a well-executed 
character voice in his performance to bring the hunter to life. All three actors are giving 
spectacular performances. While most of the actors can be understood, some struggled with 
enunciating their lines, which made the story hard to follow at times. 
 
No production is complete without the technical elements, and Oak Park is certainly not lacking 
in the creativity and execution of their designs. The scenic designers, Ezra Fitzwater and LJ 
Hilding, cleverly use unique materials to create the African jungle where TARZAN takes place. 
Their use of rope, mesh, and various fabrics creates an interesting and effective design. Along 
with the materials used, the use of levels and the consistent color palette brought the world of 
TARZAN to life wonderfully. The hair and makeup designers, Cece Mormino and Jazzmine Reid, 
also create a unique vision for the show. The way they utilize different shapes and colors to 
distinguish not only the humans from the animals, but the different types of animals from each 
other, is imaginative and extremely artistic. As well as the unique shapes and colors they use, the 
wig design cleverly uses different textures, giving each character a unique look. While most of 



the technical aspects thrive, occasionally some struggle. On occasion, the mics sound muffled, 
making some actors struggle to be heard. While this is an issue, the creativity all technical 
designers use makes up for the stumbles in audio.  
 
Oak Park High School's TARZAN blends inspired and well-executed technical elements, stunning 
vocals, and genuine acting choices to create a beautifully executed production. This special and 
sincere show is something that you certainly don't want to miss! 
 
by Rylee Bornheimer of Park Hill High School Theatre Department 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
SWINGING AND SINGING! 
 
At Oak Park High School, Tarzan transports the audience to the beautiful deep jungle and tells 
the story of a boy who is orphaned and raised by a family of Ape. Tarzan, played by Drew 
Chamberlin, struggles to choose between two worlds, and two families, and must decide 
whether he wants to stick to his familiar lifestyle, or be with the woman he loves with people of 
his own kind.  
 
The curtains rise to reveal the beautiful set! Between the various levels, the vines all over, the tall 
trees, and the vibrant shades of green, everything about this set comes together! The costumes 
are incredible, too. Every ape is wearing a costume made of yarn of all different colors, and Kala, 
played by Julia Schelisman, Kerchak, played by Zion Haynes, and Terk, played by Tyus 
Glover,  each have a color of their own to coordinate with their characters that also makes them 
stick out and shows their importance.  
 
The relationship between Tarzan and his ape parents, Kala and Kerchak, is complicated. His 
parents pass when he is a baby and Kala takes him in after she and Kerchak lose a child of their 
own, despite Kerchak being against this new addition to the family. As Tarzan grows up, he must 
learn to live like an ape, and all he wants is acceptance from his family since he is so different 
from the rest of them.  
 
Chamberlin so beautifully embodies this character. He also seems to have a great connection 
with every character he works with. Especially Jane Porter, his love interest, who is played by 
Addison Abshier. Jane comes all the way from England, and when they meet it's like love at first 
sight. Jane treats Tarzan so kindly; she is patient and lovely and cares about how he feels, and 
Tarzan has never met anyone who is so similar yet so different from him (or anyone who is 



human, for that matter). Tarzan also has great synergy with Kala, portrayed by Julis Schliesman. 
Schliesman is great at portraying the comforting, motherly love her character needs.  
 
In the song "For the First Time", there is a beautiful night sky lighting effect as well as some 
ensemble characters who represent the stars in the sky. Jane and Tarzan sing of how they feel 
about each other, how they have never felt this way before, and even though they are not 
actually interacting with each other during this song, their chemistry on stage is still somehow 
so strong. The vocals are also so incredible. Schliesman and Chamberlin both have such 
beautiful voices, and it is truly amazing how they can be so good in every aspect of 
performance.  
 
The ensemble is able to stay in character even when they are not the focus, however at some 
points they do not seem all that animal-like. There also seems to be some actors who could 
work on diction because it gets a little hard to understand them during certain songs and 
interactions. 
 
In the heartfelt, emotional ending, Jane decides to stay, which shows how even people living in 
two completely different worlds can make it work out if they truly love each other. This ending is 
full of emotion that makes the hearts of each and every person in the audience ache; there is 
truly nothing better than a happy ending! 
 
Oak Park High School's production of Tarzan is full of talent, emotion, beauty, and everything 
else that makes a show great. It is a crazy rollercoaster of ups and downs that turns out to be 
wonderful and magical in the end. This really shows us how the journey is long, but the result is 
definitely worth the struggle! 
 
 
by Haley Mitchell of Winnetonka High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
DO NOT WALK, SWING TO TARZAN AT OAK PARK 
 
Oak Park's production of TARZAN will leave you wanting to swing from the trees! From the lively 
music to the beautiful costumes and wonderful acting, Oak Park's TARZAN will transport you 
into the jungle and make you never want to leave. The storytelling of Tarzan being raised by 
apes is captured beautifully on stage while the themes of love, family, and identity shine 
through. 



 
The musical TARZAN is written by David Henry Hwang. The stage version is based on the Disney 
movie Tarzan and the original novel Tarzan of the Apes by Edgar Rice Burroughs. The movie and 
stage version contain original music by singer and songwriter Phil Collins. The story follows 
Tarzan, who is raised by apes after his parents are tragically killed by a leopard. Tarzan is 
constantly trying to prove himself to his ape dad, who won't accept him. Tarzan ends up 
meeting a human girl and we see his struggle to find out who he really is and where he came 
from.  
 
Tarzan, played by Drew Chamberlin wonderfully captures the complex character of Tarzan. 
Chamberlin displays gorgeous vocals and raw emotion throughout his entire performance. 
Chamberlin is able to embody all the movements of an ape and really gives the illusion that he 
was around them his whole life. Chamberlin also makes it very clear when he is speaking ape 
and speaking English, which allows for no confusion during the story. Our other lead, Jane Porter 
(Addison Abshier), arrives with her father and expedition crew and ends up falling in love with 
Tarzan. Abshier delivers a pleasant and fun atmosphere to the stage. While speaking with such a 
cheery and bubbly tone, she is able to fully embody the sweet and excited character of Jane. 
Another memorable performance was the ape ensemble. The whole ensemble gives a fantastic 
portrayal of an ape family. Each member has a different story and is always engaged in the story 
100% of the time.  
 
When it comes to the technical aspects, costumes and set design take first place. The costumes, 
designed by Kenzie Barry, are beautiful and make all the apes come to life. Her use of yarn in the 
costumes is so creative and makes the fur of the ape appear real. The set, designed by Ezra 
Fitzwater and LJ Hilding, creates an immersive experience and takes you right into the jungle. 
The use of trampolines, ziplines, and ropes allows the actors to appear more animal-like, while 
drawing you in. There were times where the sound system cut out or was muffled and 
unfortunately made it hard to hear certain parts of the story. 
 
Overall, Oak Park brings TARZAN to life and creates an enjoyable experience. The leads carry the 
story and make you root for their happy ending, while the ensemble elevates the story and is 
the backbone to it all. TARZAN is a fun and charming story and Oak Park does a great job at 
capturing all of it. 
 
 
by Sable Runyan of Park Hill High School Theatre Department 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 



 
SWING ON BY TO SEE TARZAN! 
 
A jungle full of lush greenery, a young man raised by apes, a young woman curious about 
exploring all things nature-related, and amazing family dynamics- all of these aspects and more 
come together in the musical TARZAN as it is performed by the talented actors at Oak Park High 
School! 
 
TARZAN, written by Phil Collins and David Henry Hwang, is a musical adaptation of the story 
Tarzan of the Apes, written by Edgar Rice Burroughs, and the TARZAN Disney film. TARZAN had 
its first Broadway production in 2006, running for 35 previews and 486 shows. Since then, 
TARZAN has had many more performances around the world since then, and has been a fun 
show for many families to experience since then. Due to the large popularity of the show and its 
high production quality, it has been nominated for and won many awards. 
 
The main stars of the show, Tarzan and Jane, played by Drew Chamberlin and Addison Abshier 
respectively, take the show by storm with their powerful performances and intense chemistry. 
They both have equally powerful voices that grab the attention of the audience, providing a 
unique personality to their respective characters using their powerful singing and animated 
expressions throughout the story. Alongside Chamberlin and Abshier, Zion Haynes (Kerchak), 
Julia Schliesman (Kala), and Tyus Glover (Terk) provide more depth to the story from Tarzan's 
side of life, portraying their characters in unique and identifiable ways. Schliesman acts as a 
motherly figure to support Tarzan throughout his life, while Haynes provides a more powerful 
and dominant character to Tarzan's life, also acting as his protective father. Meanwhile, Glover 
acts as a supportive and fun friend for Tarzan, questioning his choices and supporting him 
through every moment possible. 
 
The technical aspects of the show are also very interesting, helping to bring more life to the 
show itself. The set itself is amazingly detailed and has many interesting elements such as a zip 
line and a trampoline. Alongside the set, the actors are wearing amazingly crafted costumes, 
each one with immaculate attention to detail. However, at some points in the show it is hard to 
hear the actors, as their microphones cut out or are not powerful enough to hear over the pit 
playing, but the cast and crew stay persistent throughout the troubles and fix them within a 
timely manner. 
 
TARZAN is a unique show filled with moments of romance and family dynamics that will have 
you cheering on the leads as they navigate through love, being different than others, and 
discovering where they belong. Every technical aspect of the show combined with the talented 



cast makes each moment unique and unforgettable. So, come swing on by to see TARZAN at 
Oak Park High School, and enjoy the amazing performances of this unforgettable cast on the 
days of November 6-8! 
 
 
by Abby Murdock of Grandview High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
A JOURNEY THROUGH A JUNGLE OF APES  
 
Have you ever wondered what a man raised by apes would act like? And what would he do if he 
met more of his kind? Oak Park High School invites you into a jungle of imagination during their 
production of TARZAN.  
 
TARZAN the musical is based on the 1999 Walt Disney animated movie adaptation of Tarzan the 
book, which was written by David Henry Hwang in 1912. The musical aired on Broadway in May 
of 2006 with nearly 500 performances before it closed a year later. The musical had many 
international productions, notably a series of productions in Germany, playing on and off from 
2008 to 2018, with another re-run most recently in 2023. The musical TARZAN is and has been 
loved for its wonderful adaptation of its Disney counterpart. 
 
TARZAN's lead characters Jane Porter (played by Addison Abshier) and Tarzan (played by Drew 
Chamberlin) do an astounding job in their roles. Drew Chamberlin's vocal performance is 
astounding, and his facial expressions and body language convince you of his ape-man 
character. Addison Abshier embodies her character as she brings every scene to life. Abshier's 
accent stays consistent throughout the show, and when singing and delivering lines, her voice 
resonates and fills the room. Chamberlin and Abshier demonstrate spectacular chemistry with 
their characters, Tarzan and Jane. This is especially evident during the songs "Different" and "For 
the First Time."   
 
Oak Park High School has a wonderful ensemble of apes, bringing you into the jungle and filling 
the atmosphere. The ape ensemble truly resembles their characters with great acting, facial 
expressions, and astounding choreography. The choreography--done by Julian Schliesman and 
Kennedie Holland--has moves that are in sync and layered, with flips and jumps that make the 
ensemble shine, especially and most breathtakingly in the songs "Son of Man" and "Trashin' the 
camp."  
 



The set, by Ezra Fitzwater and LJ Hilding, adds depth to the jungle, and with its multiple layers, it 
is able to hold the cast with ease. The layered set allows for a large cast to be visible, making the 
show feel alive and exciting. 
 
The orchestra, the Rhythm and Vines band, enhances the show, bringing it to life with music and 
without error. The casts sounded beautiful and the ensemble and character blending well, 
complimenting each other's voices, despite the few times in the show when the microphones 
are not on or are muffled, and it is unclear what they are saying. However, The cast made up for 
this by being loud enough for the audience to hear. 
 
Oak Park High School's production of TARZAN is enriching, exciting, heartwarming, and thrilling. 
The set, ensemble, and main characters create a lively show full of fun songs with chilling 
harmonies. With its unique stories and ideas, TARZAN pulls you into the jungle to follow the 
character during their journey. 
 
 
 
by Amelia McGhee of Grandview High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
SWINGING INTO THE JUNGLE FOR THIS ONE  
We're certainly swinging into the new Cappies school year with this one, Oak Park High School. 
This is an outstanding production of Tarzan, featuring all the fun twists and turns, as well as 
comical interactions. It really did feel like you were in the jungle with all the wildlife these 
students brought to the stage. 
 
Everyone knows the Disney classic of Tarzan that we all love and adore. But do you know where 
Tarzan first appeared? Tarzan was first seen in a 1912 magazine story by American novelist Edgar 
Rice Burroughs, who later published the first novel, Tarzan of the Apes. The tale of a young 
family traveling from England to the jungle that sadly meets their demise, leaving their young 
child to be raised by apes. This story is filled with twists and turns that still resonate today. 
 
Right from the start, this production was lively and captivating, drawing the audience towards 
the stage and immersing them in the jungle setting. Kudos to all the ensemble members for 
their strong stage presence, but the standout performer of the night was Tarzan, portrayed by 
Drew Chamberlin. His flips, jumps, stunts, and singing showcased his exceptional talent and truly 
brought the character to life in the jungle setting. Another highlight of the evening was Kala, 



played by the beloved Julia Schliesman. Her portrayal of the nurturing mother figure was a 
delight to watch, as she exuded maternal instincts and emotional depth on stage, creating a 
comforting presence in many scenes. 
 
The technical aspect of the show was jaw-dropping with all the different moving components, 
putting you in a trance with all the physicality, like the zip lines and ropes to climb up different 
parts of the sets, and the monkey bars with stars on the ceiling for the night sky. It really 
brought the production to life. The costumes were creative with various colors and textures, and 
I enjoyed how they moved with the characters. The costume designer (Mackenzie Barry) did an 
amazing job with all the little details. This production was put together nicely; one could go on 
and on about it. There were a couple of spots to wrap up the show. They were minor 
inconveniences because there was a live pit. Sometimes it drowned out the characters' 
microphones, making it hard to understand what they were saying. There were also a few 
instances of early cues with the lighting, but these were little things that happened, and it didn't 
take away from the brilliance of the show. 
 
This cast and crew are filled with a bunch of talented people who made this happen. Maybe one 
day we'll all take a trip to the jungle and hear singing and talking apes, but even then, it 
wouldn't be as good as this production of Tarzan. 
 
 
by Jacarra Brown of Grandview High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
WHAT A WILD TIME AT TARZAN! 
         
Oak Park High Schools TARZAN THE STAGE MUSICAL production was full of many laughs, 
excitement, and overall engagement. Originally based on the Disney film TARZAN, the musical is 
also an adaptation of the original novel TARZAN OF THE APES by Edgar Rice Burroughs. This 
classic expresses how an ape man is stuck between two worlds and searches to find which is his 
true path. It also covers themes such as love and heartbreak. The students at Oak Park have 
done an amazing job at executing this show.  
 
TARZAN is set in a big, beautiful jungle that is met by a man with his wife and child. It is later 
revealed that the parents were killed by the jungle predator, a leopard, and the baby is left alone 
until a gorilla finds him and decides to care for and raise it on her own. Throughout the show 
this boy, Tarzan, is faced with many challenges while living with a family of apes.  



 
As soon as this show starts there are lights and effects that draw you in immediately. The energy 
on the stage is unmatched. You are met with the ensemble jumping and swinging across the 
stage. While acting out their roles perfectly and keeping the animal-like sense to keep the magic 
of this show alive, you are introduced to the lead characters. Drew Chamberlin, playing as none 
other than Tarzan himself, uses his outstanding vocals during the show, this is absolutely noticed 
during "Everything That I Am". Along with Addison Abshier as Jane, who glows on stage and 
gets your attention as soon as she is revealed. Oak Park's production has many amazing 
vocalists and attention grabbers involved. This also includes supporting characters such as 
Kerchak who is played by Zion Haynes. His energy and passion in "No Other Way" is beautiful 
and adds so much more to the show.  
 
From the very beginning of entering the auditorium, the detail the students put into the 
technical aspects of this show are indeed noticed. Anywhere from the lighting to the sound 
there are great things all around. For one, the lighting led by Maggie Braun was full of emotion 
but lots of control. She does a great job at following the characters and their motions entirely. 
Decorations are along the walls, and the stage is covered in trees, vines, and interactive props. 
Along with a zip-line that Tarzan uses as his big and iconic entrance. The sound works along 
with this and gives the audience a feeling to remember. The actors' voices complement one 
another very well and that is definitely carried throughout the show. Costumes run by Kenzie 
Barry are very unique and eye-catching. Which she accomplishes by making lead characters such 
as, Kala and Terk, who have bright and vibrant colors to separate them from the rest.  
 
Every aspect of this show combined into one creates a beautiful atmosphere and a great 
experience for the audience. From colors to sounds, Oak Park High School really knocked it out 
of the park with this thrilling production of Tarzan.  
 
 
by Liv Adams of Grandview High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
NO MONKEY BUSINESS 
 
Jungle drums thunder through the auditorium, gorillas running around, leopards attacking, and 
the true strength of family and love booming through the room. All that and more are on 
display at Oak Park High School's production of TARZAN: THE STAGE MUSICAL. Based on 
Disney's 1999 animated film and the original book written by Edgar Rice Burroughs, the musical 



first takes the stage on Broadway in 2006 and runs its last show on July 8th, 2007, with a total of 
486 performances before closing due to poor ticket sales. 
 
After being orphaned as a baby, Tarzan is adopted by a family of gorillas who have lost their 
own child. He grows up in the wild, unaware of his true identity, until a group of explorers arrive. 
There, he meets Jane Porter, a member of the crew sent to study gorillas, and they fall in love. 
 
Drew Chamberlin embodies Tarzan's gorilla-like tendencies in human form with precision, using 
specific gestures while talking with his gorilla family yet not using words when communicating 
with Jane to display the language barrier between the two. Opposite him, Addison Abshier as 
Jane Porter brings life to the stage, with her optimistic outlook on life radiating through her 
powerful vocals and storytelling. As Kala, Julia Schliesman delivers a touching performance full 
of compassion and strength, showing her motherly instincts as she finds Tarzan without a family 
and decides to take him under her wing. Zion Haynes portrays Kerchak with a commanding 
presence, embodying the leader of the family making him feared while also showing his care for 
his loved ones. 
 
Technical aspects work together with the acting to bring the show to life. From skylight lighting 
and colored spotlights to show emotion, to the booming sounds of the jungle and the intense 
music during fight scenes, every detail connects. Lighting, led by Maggie Braun, runs with 
smooth, clean cues and vibrant colors to show the beauty of the jungle. Aiden Adelpai uses loud 
booms and music to show intensity and sorrow throughout the musical. Ezra Fitzwater and LJ 
Hilding use vibrant greens on the set to show the beauty of the jungle, also incorporating vines 
that can be climbed and multi-layered platforms to create depth and give the stage a larger 
look. Mackenzie Barry works to create many gorilla outfits, all made by students, with multiple 
layers and distinct looks for leads such as Kerchak having more silver and Kala having more red 
in their costumes helping named characters stand out and be more recognizable. 
 
With the combination of empowering vocals and vibrant technical elements, Oak Park High 
School's production of Tarzan captures the wildness of the jungle and deep themes of family, as 
Tarzan searches to find out who he is after being singled out for being different his whole life. 
 
by Maddy Warren of Grandview High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
A SWINGIN' SUCCESS 
Oak Park High School's fall production of Tarzan: The musical brought the jungle to the stage in 



an energetic and heartfelt way. Filled with powerful singing, detailed costumes, and creative 
staging, the show captured both the wild excitement and emotional depth of Disney's classic 
story. It was easy to tell how much hard work the cast, crew, and pit orchestra put into making 
this production a success.  
 
The musical follows Tarzan, played by Drew Chamberlin, as he grows up among apes after being 
orphaned in the jungle. Along the way, he finds love and identity when he meets Jane Porter, 
played by Addison Abshier. With strong themes of belonging and family, the story balances 
humor, heart, and action while being backed by Phil Collins' unforgettable music, including 
songs like "Two Worlds," "You'll Be in My Heart," and "Strangers Like Me." 
 
The cast had great chemistry and energy throughout the entire show. The ensemble especially 
stood out, not only their amazing voices but for how well they moved and acted like real 
animals showing emotion through body language alone. Kala, played by Julia Schliesman, 
showed beautiful maternal love for Tarzan during "You'll Be in My Heart" that felt genuine and 
touching, and Jane's costume transition was smooth and well-timed. Jane's first song "Waiting 
for This Moment," was also beautifully sung and emotionally delivered. The pit orchestra added 
a realistic touch with creative sound effects like rustling leaves, that made the jungle feel alive. 
The only small issue was Terk's played by Tyus Glover, microphone being a bit too quiet at times, 
but overall, the sound and music were impressive especially in the fun numbers like "Trashin' the 
Camp". 
 
Technically, Tarzan was stunning. The use of color theory in the costumes was thoughtful and 
helped separate the jungle world from the explorers. The costume layering added depth and 
movement to the characters. The set design was balanced and symmetrical, which made each 
scene visually appealing. Lighting and sound design helped create an immersive atmosphere, 
and the lights for the spot, which was done by Maggie Braun, did a great job keeping focus on 
key moments and actors.  
 
Overall, Oak Park's Tarzan: The musical was a fantastic production full of energy, emotion, and 
creativity. Every detail from the strong vocals to the clever design choices showed how much 
time and care went into the performance. The show was truly a "swinging' success that left the 
audience impressed and inspired. 
 
 
by Markson Reno of Grandview High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 



 
IT WOULD BE WILD NOT TO SEE TARZAN  
 
Oak Park Theatre's production of Tarzan The Stage Musical brought the jungle directly to the 
audience with its laughs and overall good energy. Directly based on the Disney film, Tarzan 
guides you through the story of a human boy raised by apes who only later discovers his true 
identity when meeting his kind. From the moment you walk into the theatre you are 
immediately transported into the jungle of Africa depicted through mesmerizing lighting design, 
supported vocals, and an unforgettable night.  
 
This story follows Tarzan, a human orphan raised by gorillas after his parents’ tragic death. As he 
ages, he struggles with belonging, stuck between ape and man. When English explorers arrive in 
the lush jungle, Tarzan meets Jane Porter, an intrigued scientist who changes his world 
permanently. Together they explore themes of love, family, and identity as Tarzan is met with the 
hard decision of staying with the gorillas who raised him or fully embracing his human side.  
 
Overall, the entire cast of this production of Tarzan has great energy and chemistry. Drew 
Chamberlin who plays Tarzan himself stayed in character the entire show and embodied his 
inner conflict well, especially during "Strangers Like Me." Addison Abshier who plays Jane was 
very expressive and charming, she brought warmth to her stage presence as well as humor in 
every scene, and their connection to each other felt not only genuine but also natural. The 
ensemble added an extra flare of personality and excitement to the stage, especially in "Trashin' 
The Camp," resulting in an engaged audience throughout the show. However, there were 
moments when lines were either completely muffled or way too loud, and the blackouts felt 
unnecessary in some instances. Despite those small discrepancies, the obvious enthusiasm and 
teamwork behind the production as well as pure vocal talent made this performance memorable 
to say the least.  
 
As for the technical elements of the musical they were inventive and very much effective, which 
helped bring the jungle to life on stage. Overall, the costume department did well, I especially 
enjoyed Jane's rip-off skirt moment. The set itself was cleverly built from sturdy wooden pallets, 
though you wouldn't even be able to tell by their impeccable scene dressing. Even the props 
were simple but inventive, like the fruit picker and the light-up torch which in my opinion 
brought the story to life. The only thing I'd say was underused was the zipline itself, Tarzan only 
swung once, which left me and the audience wanting more. Overall, the technical team's 
creativity and attention to detail made the show not only visually engaging but also fun to 
watch.  
 



Overall, Oak Park's production of Tarzan The Stage Musical was a lively and heartfelt 
performance that displayed hard work as well as creativity. From the energetic cast to the clever 
use of props as well as set pieces, every piece of the puzzle worked together to create a 
memorable jungle experience. Each performance was full of emotion, and each technical detail 
was thoroughly thought out, even the atmosphere brought you into Tarzan's world. It truly 
would be wild not to see Tarzan, a production that swung high with heart, talent, and most 
importantly imagination.  
 
 
by Piah Pipes of Grandview High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
IT IS A JUNGLE OUT THERE...AND ON STAGE TOO! 
 
A musical production full of danger, fear, and most importantly, love, through facing the 
unknown at Oak Park High School's production of TARZAN: THE STAGE MUSICAL, performing 
November 6th, 7th, and 8th. Originally a 1912 novel titled "Tarzan of the Apes" written by Edgar 
Rice Burroughs, which was then adapted into the Disney animated classic. Tarzan was then 
adapted for the stage, featuring music written by Phil Collins and a book by David Henry Hwang. 
The musical made its Broadway debut on May 10th, 2006, in New York City at the Richard 
Rodgers Theatre. 
 
The story follows Tarzan, an orphaned boy taken in and raised by apes in the jungle after the 
unfortunate demise of his parents. Kala, the gorilla who found Tarzan, raises him like her own 
despite the wishes of her partner Kerchak, the leader of their family. Eventually, as time passes, 
Tarzan is introduced to Jane, a young explorer who traveled to Africa in the pursuit of 
researching gorillas. Sparks fly between Jane and Tarzan with each passing moment they spend 
together, but then Tarzan is faced with a difficult decision: the struggle between choosing his 
ape or human side.  
 
Each actor, regardless of the role they played, played an essential part in the production's 
execution, and the liveliness and passion they brought to each emotion portrayed allowed for 
more immersive storytelling. Drew Chamberlin, starring in the show as Tarzan, leaned into the 
divide of being a man with ape-like behaviors. Between swinging across the stage and belting 
out emotions through song, Drew Chamberlin captures the art of the character. Tarzan's world is 
turned upside down when he meets Jane Porter, a young and curious woman portrayed by 
Addison Abshier, who immediately lights up the stage with her wondrous, spirited personality. 



The actress depicts her character's genuine love and respect for all forms of life, especially flora 
and fauna, while also staying quick-witted. 
 
The marvelous set brought to life by Ezra Fitzwater and LJ Hilding adds depth to the production, 
illustrating the ever-growing greens in the jungle. The thought put into every area of the set 
drew attention to the actors, keeping the show engaging. Complimenting the set, the lighting by 
Maggie Braun and Crew matched the energy for each scene, elevating the performance of the 
actors on stage. The costumes by Mackenzie Barry and Crew were extremely unique and played 
into the themes of individuality. Each costume was put to the test during each choreography 
number, done by Kennedie Holland and Julia Schliesman. The originality of the moves and the 
correlation to the music and context of the scenes fueled the magic of the performance. One 
piece of the show never to be forgotten was the amazing Rhythm and Vines Band, as they 
demonstrated the talent, skill, and dedication to music, highlighting the highest and lowest 
points in emotion and liveliness.  
 
The overall show implants a sense of nostalgia as it celebrates the joy and lasting message of 
the timeless classic. Do not regret missing a production like this, for the outstanding 
commitment of actors and tech crews alike. Bring a friend, family, or just go solo, and go 
bananas at Oak Park High School's TARZAN: THE STAGE MUSICAL. 
 
by RaKiyah Wright of Grandview High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
SON OF MAN LOOK TO OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL! 
 
Leap into the jungle with Disney's TARZAN at Oak Park High School! A complete musical 
retelling of the beloved 1999 Disney film leads the audience through the life of the "ape man" as 
he works to find a balance between comfort and curiosity. 
 
TARZAN begins with Tarzan (Drew Chamberlin) being found alone by a recently childless ape 
mother, Kala (Julia Schliesman), who takes him in as her own. He then is raised with a new family 
of gorillas, including a disapproving father, Kerchak (Zion Haynes), who begins Tarzan's journey 
to pursue the question of why he is not like the rest of the pack. Tarzan's musical journey to 
finding himself and blurring the line between blood and family is action packed and made 
endlessly more enjoyable by the brilliant vocalists at Oak Park High School. 
 
Drew Chamberlin's portrayal of Tarzan is uncanny, from his ape-like agility and speed to his 



ability to show clear connection with all other actors on stage. Chamberlin's physical storytelling 
is enthralling and drives the story forward as well as through his jaw-dropping vocals. Matching 
Chamberlin's vocals is Julia Schliesman who carried her motherly love through her soothing 
sound and endearing tone. Schliesman and Chamberlin's ballad is perfectly balanced with 
familial love and acceptance of whatever the future would hold. Co-lead Addison Abshier 
captures Jane Porter's curiosity and delight of a new world wonderfully. Additionally, Zion 
Haynes strikes fear into hearts with his roar and dominating presence with his desire to protect 
the family, being delightfully performed. 
 
Breaking up tense moments between Kerchak and Tarzan is Terk (Tyus Glover), Tarzan's ape best 
friend. Through song and dance, and a few sarcastic lines, Glover demonstrates a clear love of 
Tarzan and highly talented vocal performance. Professor Porter (Hayden McGaughey) also 
breaks tensions with laughter through his physical comedy and quirky characteristics. 
 
TARZAN would be nothing without being able to transport audience members right into the 
jungle, which set foreman Ezra Fitzwater and LJ Hilding do beautifully. The multi-tiered set 
allows for actors to climb on stage and creates the real appearance of being in trees. While mic 
levels were a bit uneven throughout the performance, it was made up for by having near 
invisible face mics and mic belts which creates a much more authentic looking show. Costumes, 
designed by Mackenzie Barry and Crew, are amazing with fur that moves and works alongside 
movements to make the gorillas appear more realistic. 
 
TARZAN is a must-see show.  It even allows for audience interaction with bubbles throughout 
the show!  Allow the cast and crew to bring you into the Disney classic and enjoy TARZAN in a 
brand-new way. Swing in to see Oak Park's production of TARZAN and be part of the ape family 
for the night! 
 
by Emmy Johnston of Park Hill High School Theatre Department 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Tarzan had The heart of the Jungle at Oak Park  
Tarzan at Oak Park showed us the true meaning of family, by portraying this old classic in a 
vibrant and energetic way. Tarzan tells a story about a young Wildman named Tarzan and his 
place in life, raised by apes, Tarzan portrayed by Drew Chamberlin Rejected by his ape father 
struggles with his identity, Until he meets Jane Porter played by Addison Abshier. 
Drew Chamberlin made you feel like he was a wild man, with ape like mannerisms and extreme 
energy, which gives the audience a feeling as though he was actually raised by apes, Addison 



Abshier brings life to Jane with her ecstatic Vocals and a pish-posh British Attitude, Professor 
Porter Portrayed By Hayden McGaughey, adds a big comedic energy that lightens the mood in 
the most sad of scenes and excites the already energetic scenes. 

 
Acting wasn't the only Wild thing the audience Witnessed the green vibrant sets provided by 
Ezra Fitzwater and LJ Hilding give the audience a feeling a nature and freeness. Costumes made 
by Mackenzie Barry and Crew are creatively made to show the difference between apes and 
humans with the apes covered in fur and free flowing costumes, and humans dressed as classic 
explorers, besides Tarzan who as a beautifully leather Crafted loin cloth. 

 
Though there were beautiful sets, amazing voices, and brilliant costumes there was some flaws, 
the Mics peaked at times which was piercing to the ears, along with some Diction issues, a lot of 
songs that included more than 3 voices left it confusing on what words were said to the 
audience. Lastly times where there was dancing there was good energy but a lack of spatial 
awareness. Besides those few problems in the show was brilliantly performed. Everybody had 
good chemistry. Everybody works together well. 
 
Tarzan at Oak Park high school was a great show to watch making you feel like you were in the 
jungle with brilliant voices brilliant, acting and amazing costumes. It was truly a lovely evening. 
 
 
by Brody Green of Winnetonka High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Swinging into a Gorgeous Show! 
 
Oak Park High School invites audience members to walk into the world of Tarzan, a story about a 
baby boy whose parents are killed and a family of apes adopts and raises him. This story follows 
the characters as they find out where they belong in the world and in their family dynamic. 
 
At curtain's rise, the audience is amazed at the sight of the gorgeous set! Vertically immersive, 
with a wonderfully clever zipline, it is a joy to watch the actors utilize the range of space. The 
stage also encapsulates the orchestra pit and allows actors to move closer to the audience in 
such a way that it feels like the audience is surrounded by the show. 
 
Great attention seems to be given to the lighting components of this production. An example of 



this is during "For the First Time" when the galaxy projection nicely aids in the storytelling. 
Additional lighting effects help to convey the mood of specific characters. 
 
The orchestra is very good at using music to add suspense. Some cast members are hard to 
hear, but this concern is not present during the second act.  
 
Another area with apparent care for detail is the costumes! There are some costumes that look a 
bit sparse, but the costumes chosen showcase a unified look to the production. Having the main 
character-s be different colors really shows how Oak Park takes the audience into consideration 
to aid in storytelling. 
 
Most large auditorium productions keep a distance between the audience and the performers, 
but when Oak Park's actors get close to the audience, the makeup is on full display. This choice 
is a brilliant showcase of the talented make-up staff because the makeup shows animal features 
but also keeps a human-like quality to allow actors to clearly show emotions.  
 
Another praiseworthy quality of this production is the choreography which, mixed with 
costumes, provides a mesmerizing and fluid motion. The actors are very in sync for the most 
part, though chaotic at times. 
 
With all this attention to technical aspects, one cannot forget the wonderful work of the 
performers, themselves. The actors do a great job of staying in character, and those playing 
animals move like the animals they portray. There are times, though, when the Apes act more 
like people, but Drew Chamberlin has amazing physicality and really shows how Tarzan was 
raised by the Apes, especially while learning how to walk again. Zion Haynes does a great job 
portraying Kerchak, from the commanding vocals to the overall assertive physicality of the 
character. Julia Schliesman does a lovely job of showing the nurturing nature of Kala, and her 
chemistry with other actors is extremely touching. Terk, embodied by Tyus Glover, is a fun 
character and has amazing moments with Tarzan. Addison Abshier, who plays Jane Porter, does 
great at staying in character and using a consistent accent and vocal inflection. Vocally, the 
harmonies are beautiful, and the voices of the cast complement each other well, even if diction 
could have been better in some moments. 
 
Throughout the evening, Oak Park High School's production of Tarzan is gorgeous and a joy to 
watch. The actors portray the character's internal struggles beautifully, and the crew do a 
wonderful job reminding us that the journey to find our true selves starts with a few first wobbly 
steps! 
 



by Evelyn Gilliam of Winnetonka High School 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
A SAVAGELY AWESOME NIGHT AT OAK PARK 
 
Tarzan, at Oak Park High School, throws the audience into the jungle, telling the story of Tarzan, 
the supposed "half-ape half-man," played by actor Drew Chamberlin, in his journey of 
discovering himself and coming into his own.  An inspiring story told with much depth by the 
cast, which brings audiences into the action and lets them experience the wonder of the jungle. 
 
The musical is focused on the life of Tarzan, a human rescued by gorillas and raised as one of 
their own, trying to find himself and decide whether he is a man or he is an ape. The cast's 
various personalities bring audiences into the show, which swings to life on this stage! 
 
The musical starts off with the ape "parents" of Tarzan losing their gorilla child to the Leopard, 
played by Leala Peterson, and finding a human child alive beside his dead parents. The ape 
mother, Kala, played by Julia Schliesman, takes baby Tarzan back to the family troop despite 
being advised not to do so by Kerchak, her husband, played by Zion Haynes, who has seen the 
horrors of humanity directly and does not want to go through a similar experience again. Later, 
when Tarzan has grown up, he finds other humans who are on an expedition from England. One 
of them, Jane Porter (played by Addison Abshier), fosters a relationship with this strange wild 
man. 
 
Chamberlin's portrayal of Tarzan shows how he slowly transitions from ape to man and brilliantly 
displays how well he knows his character. The chemistry between him and Abshier, playing Jane, 
is wonderful and conveys real depth in their relationship as the musical progresses. Professor 
Porter, played by Hayden McGaughey, also brings some humor to the show with the way his 
expressions and mannerisms accentuate the "kooky" nature of his character. 
 
Even though the cast is filled with quite a few delightful personalities, one large issue 
throughout the production is diction, which causes the audience to miss out on parts of the 
show and takes away from the experience at times. Another area of concern is the choreography 
during songs, where the choreography seems to be intentionally causing some of the ape 
characters to run into each other for chaotic effect, but some actors take the effect too far and 
results with a more frantic and messy display than a controlled chaos situation. Standing out as 
impressive and a shining area of the production is the set design, which has vibrant colors and 
many opportunities for the actors to move around, change levels, and show the magic of the 



jungle! 
  
This production of Tarzan at Oak Park High School invites audiences in for a wonderfully chaotic 
night filled with many wacky moments sure to please, ultimately telling a powerful story of how 
an individual can find his true purpose. Overall, it was a wonderful night for any and all viewers. 
 
 
by Jackie Felty of Winnetonka High School 


